Egress Escape Windows
Information Sheet

Basement bedroom/

sleeping room requirements

Section R310

All sleeping rooms shall have at least one egress window
(see illustration) meeting all these requirements:

« Sill height not more than 44 inches above floor.

» Openable area not less than 5.7 square feet* (820
square inches.)

» Opening height not less than 24 inches.
» Opening width not less than 20 inches.

* Emergency escape windows shall be operational from
the inside of the room without the use of keys or tools.

* Exception: Grade floor opening shall have a minimum
net clear opening of 5.0 square feet.

Minimum size for rescue/escape windows from
sleeping rooms

AS
NEEDED
TO
EQUAL L
5.7
SQUARE OPENABLE
FEET AREA 24"
MINIMUM (5.0 for CLEAR
exception 5.7 SQ.FT. MIN.
o ner | | |
20" NET AS NEEDED TO
CLEAR EQUAL 5.7 SQUARE FEET
OPENABLE (5.0 for exception above)
WIDTH
SILL HEIGHT
44" MAXIMUM
FLOOR

See page 2 for information on calculating
window sizes and code requirements for dwelling

egress windows.

Emergency escapes-
window wells below grade
Section R310.2

The clear horizontal dimensions shall allow the
window to be fully opened and provide a minimum

accessible net clear opening of 9 square feet with

minimum dimensions of 36 inches.

Window wells with a vertical depth of more than 44 inches
shall be equipped with an approved permanently affixed
ladder or stairs that are accessible with the window in the
fully open position. The ladder or stairs shall not encroach
into the required dimensions of the window well by more
than six inches. Ladders or rungs shall have an inside
dimension of at least 12 inches. They must project at least
3 inches from the wall and be spaced not more than 18
inches o.c. vertically for the full height of the window well.

State amendment:

* A minimum height clearance of 48 inches shall be
maintained above the exterior grade. (Example: a deck
above the escape window.)

Minimum access WITH WINDOW FULLY OPEN

36 inches measured horizontally from the foundation
wall to the well and from the window surface to the
well. Three foot by three foot wells will NOT provide
the required access for casement windows.
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Note: Centering a window well at the window might not
give you the required minimum 36 inches. Measure
carefully!




Calculating open area for window in square feet

Width
Height

20" | 21" | 22" | 23" | 24" | 25" | 26" | 27" | 28" | 29" | 30" | 31" | 32" | 33" | 34" | 35" | 36"
24" 33| 35 37| 38| 40| 42| 43| 45| 47| 48| 50| 52| 53| 55| 57| 58 6.0
26" 36| 38| 40| 42| 43| 45| 47| 49| 51 52| 54| 56| 58| 6.0| 6.1 6.3| 6.5
28" 39| 41 43| 45| 47| 49| 541 53| 54| 56| 58| 60| 62| 64| 66| 6.8 70
30" 42| 44| 46| 48| 50| 52| 54| 56| 58| 60| 63| 65| 67| 6.9 71 73 75
32" 441 47| 49| 541 53| 56| 58| 60| 62| 64| 6.7| 6.9 71 73 76 78| 8.0
34" 47| 50) 52| 54| 57| 59| 6.1 64| 6.6 6.8 71 73 7.6 78| 80| 83| 85
36" 50| 53| 55| 58| 60| 63| 65| 6.8 70 7.3 75 78| 80| 83| 85| 88| 9.0
38" 53| 5.5 58| 6.1 6.3| 66| 6.9 71 74 77 7.9 82| 84| 87 9.0] 9.2 9.5
40" 56| 538 6.1 64| 67| 6.9 72 75 78 8.1 83| 86| 89| 9.2 941 9.7 10.0
42" 58] 6.1 64| 6.7 70 7.3 76 79| 82| 85| 88| 9.0 93| 96| 99| 102| 105
44" 6.1 64| 6.7 7.0 73 7.6 7.9 83| 8.6 89| 92 9.5 98] 10.1| 10.4| 10.7 | 11.0
46" 64| 6.7 70 73 77| 80| 83| 86| 89| 93| 96| 100 102 105| 109 | 11.2| 115
48" 6.7 7.0 73 771 80| 83| 87| 90| 93| 97|10.0| 103| 10.7| 1.0 11.3| 11.7 ] 12.0
50" 6.9 73 76| 80| 83| 87| 90| 94| 97| 101|104 | 10.8| 11.1| 11.5| 11.8| 122 | 125
52" 72 7.6 791 83| 87 90| 94| 98101 105] 108 11.2| 116 119] 123 | 12.6 | 13.0
54" 75 7.9 83| 86| 9.0 94| 98] 101|105 109 | 13| 11.6| 120 124 | 128 | 13.1 | 13.5
56" 78| 82| 86| 89| 93| 97 101|105 109 | 11.3| 1.7 | 121 | 124 | 12.8| 13.2 | 13.6 | 14.0
58" 80| 85 89| 93| 97(101] 105 109 | 13| 11.7| 121 ] 125|129 | 13.3| 13.7| 14.1 | 145
60" 83| 88| 92| 96| 100| 104 | 10.8| 11.3| 11.7| 121 | 125]| 129 | 13.3| 13.8| 14.2 | 14.6 | 15.0
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