Ball Pond Advisory Committee
Minutes

Special Meeting, June 15,2017
7:00 p.m.

A special meeting of the Ball Pond Advisory Committee was held on Thursday, June 15, 2017.  Cynthia Stevens called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.
Members in Attendance
Helen Gallagher, Mark Spellmann, Gary Mummert, George Buck, and Cynthia Stevens were in attendance. 
Approval of Minutes from May 4, 2017:
Gary Mummert made a motion to adopt the Minutes from May 4, 2017. Helen Gallagher seconded the motion.
                                Vote: 4-0-1 (Gary Mummert abstained.  Motion passed)
 

General Correspondence:  
· Cynthia Stevens reviewed the Open Purchase Order report.  There is still $418 in the budget which could be used for New England Aquatic Services to remove pink water lilies.  Mark Spellmann saw pink water lilies by Ball Pond East near the boat launch and Walden Woods.
Public Comment: None

 

New Business: 

· Guest speaker on milfoil
Christine O’Leary came to discuss milfoil removal.  She used to live on Sabago Lake Cove, a 222-acre cove used as a reservoir on Sabago Lake in Naples, Maine.  Her former company, called Milfoil Crisis, was contracted by Maine’s Department of Environmental Protection to survey and classify milfoil for the 222-acres of the Sabago Lake Cove. She also used to write grants for the State of Maine for Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting.  She then formed a nonprofit organization called “Save Sabago Cove”.  After acquiring a boat, she would approach residents in the cove about harvesting for them for a donation.  She called the program “Pay to Play”.  She also created a program for benthic barriers. She created the barriers using rebar at two ends and heating plastic to adhere to the rebar.  Using harvested weeds and overlapping them made a mat that would sit at the bottom of the cove.  She would track the location of these mats using GPS and move them every 30-40 days.  Property owners, who hired her nonprofit to create and manage the mats, owned the mats.  She would be paid an hourly rate that was not based on a formal contract.  The mats were very effective in preventing new invasive growth.  The mats were never made too large.  They needed to be brought in out of the water at the end of the season.  She was working with the State of Maine, who supported her program.  For disposal of milfoil she worked with community gardeners to take the harvested weeds and use as fertilizer. As a nonprofit organization, she was able to write off her expenses. 
· Grants and zero interest loans for home projects

Cynthia shared information regarding grants and zero interest loans being available to help low-income homeowners with things like oil spills and failed septic systems.  The zero interest loans do not have to be paid back until the property is transferred (unless there is a reverse mortgage), The social worker in New Fairfield can also rally volunteers to help with some other home repairs.  Home Owner’s Insurance may also be a way for property owners to help cover the expenses involved with unexpected home repairs. 
Old Business:

· Weed Removal:  
Committee members met with Carl Wise, Dave Kullgren and Jeff of C&D Underwater Maintenance of New Milford, CT regarding their new Eco Harvester.  George Buck liked that they used a drum roller to bring up the weeds.  He felt it was a very efficient way of handling weeds.  It tackles rooted weeds in shallow areas as well as deeper free-floating weeds.  George would like to try the Eco Harvesting if funding allows in the new budget season, since he does not feel Ball Pond will receive enough carp.  Gary Mummert liked that it required only a one-person crew.  He recognized that there were details that would need to be worked out including efficiency to offload weeds.  It would be inefficient to offload all weeds at the boat launch using a 10-horsepower motor from the opposite end of the lake.  Some suggestions for the north end included Land Trust property, Cynthia’s property or the Satterlee Road launch area.  Cynthia mentioned that the one-person crew had Liability insurance.  The committee agreed that they should move forward in trying the Eco Harvester if funding allowed.  A quote would need to be obtained from C&D Underwater Maintenance.  
Mark Spellmann made a motion to have Cynthia Stevens open a Purchase order in the amount of $7000 and set C&D Underwater Maintenance up as a vendor in the event the Ball Pond Advisory Committee wished to move forward in trying the Eco Harvester. Helen Gallagher seconded the motion.

Vote: 5-0-0 (Motion passed)

· Oil Spill Update: 
There was an oil spill at a Boat house on Ball Pond Road as a result of a filter not being able to handle excessive rain.  It is the same home that had an oil spill due to legs collapsing on an oil tank located in the basement.  On a separate note Gary Mummert wanted to thank the Friends of Ball Pond for inviting Mitchell Oil to speak at their recent Yearly meeting regarding oil tank safety and maintenance. He wondered if having legislation requiring homeowners to do oil tank maintenance was something the BPAC would want to pursue. George Buck mentioned there is a website called OLR (https://www.cga.ct.gov/olr/) for researching legislation. 
· Phragmites, cattails and purple loosestrife:

Friends of Ball Pond will be handling phragmites. Cattails need to be managed.  George Buck may have Weevils to help get rid of purple loosestrife.
· Pink Water Lilies
The committee would like to use the remaining balance of the 2016/2017 budget towards pink water lily removal.

· Carp Stocking 

Cynthia Stevens received a letter from Peter Aarrestad of the CT DEEP Fisheries Division regarding her request to liberate 200 triploid grass carp into Ball Pond.  Based on a vegetation survey that will be conducted this summer, stocking will be in Spring 2018, or possibly in the Fall of 2017, depending on survey results.
· Clean Boats

Cynthia Stevens requested committee members remind people to clean their boats before putting them into Ball Pond if they have been in other bodies of water.  George Buck would like to see a placard by the boat launch warning people about Zebra mussels.  It would need to be something from the State, or it would be removed.
Adjournment
Mark Spellmann made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. Helen Gallagher seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 
 

The next Regular meeting of the Ball Pond Advisory Committee is scheduled for Thursday, July 20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Conference Room 
Respectfully Submitted,
Lisa Arasim

Recording Secretary
