Conservation/Inland Wetlands Commission

Town of New Fairfield

Regular Meeting 

4 Brush Hill Road, New Fairfield, CT 06812

New Fairfield Senior Center

June 16, 2009 

7:15pm

Call to Order

Patricia Del Monaco called the meeting of the Inland Wetlands Commission to order at 7:20pm.

Members in Attendance.

Patricia Del Monaco, Tom Quigley, Gerry Schwalbe, Mary Aragones and Niev Duffy.  EEO Tim Simpkins present.  Minutes were taken by Lisa Zustovich.

Administrative

Visit from Planning Chairwoman, Susan Chapman, discuss new planning regulations.  Susan Chapman present and explained that they are working on revising the Plan for Construction and Development that gets revised every 10 years.  She is looking for recommendation and/or feedback from the Wetlands Commission.  Tom Quigley recommended having a meeting between the Planning, Zoning and Wetlands Commissions.  Gerry Schwalbe discussed having a public workshop for public input.
Notice of Violation

24 Sunset Dr. Building wall in the lake bottom, Map 11, Block 2, Lot 9, Horowitz. Application has been submitted, deferred to New Business.
New Business

24 Sunset Dr. Building wall in the lake bottom, Map 11, Block 2, Lot 9, Horowitz. Diana Horowitz present.  EEO Tim Simpkins explained that he had been walking the shoreline and noticed the activity-a breaker wall being built-at this property and a Notice of Violation was issued.  According to Mrs. Horowitz the house has encroached on CL&P’s property since the house was built by the previous owners.  According to the deed they have rights to use the shoreline except in cases where it would interfere with CL&P as per Mrs. Horowitz.  Tom Quigley stated that he had visited the site today and that the wall is currently under water.  Pat Del Monaco explained to the owner that a permit is required for the work already done or if she wanted to remove the wall.  Niev Duffy questioned the placing of sand in the lake and would like to see the wall and sand or at least the sand removed.  Tim said ecologically it is not good for the lake to have sand put in it.  Tom Quigley made a motion to accept the application for review, second by Gerry Schwalbe. All in favor except for Niev Duffy who opposed. Accepted & Continued
5 & 25 Route 39, Repair Septic System, Map 19, Block 15, Lots 24.1 & 24.2, Charter New Fairfield I, LLC.  Karen Johnson from Charter Realty & Development present.  As per Ms. Johnson, they were originally granted a permit in June 2002 and she was hoping to modify that permit but time has expired so she has submitted all information for a new application.  Maps reviewed.  Work to be done is not in the wetlands but is within the regulated area.  Two years after Shaw’s Supermarket opened, their septic system failed. Regular pumping of the septic has been ongoing and monitored by the EEO.  After an investigation into the problem it was decided that the solution would be to remove the existing septic system and construct a new system.  DEP does not require a new permit- as per Ms. Johnson –they will be treating this as a repair.  The tanks and pipes would stay the same, just the leech fields would be replaced.  Tom Quigley said he wants to see a plan for what will be done with the ground water while they are digging the trenches.  Pat Del Monaco said that a Sequence of Construction is needed.   Tom Quigley made a motion to accept the application for review, second by Niev Duffy, all in favor.  Accepted & Continued
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26 Windmill Road, Retaining walls, grass area, planting and landscaping, Map 10, Block 1, Lot 24, Schuerger owner/Traynor, Living Assets, Agent.  Dave Ciotoli from Living Assets present.  They propose to change the backyard from sloped to a tiered slope.  They plan to build 3 retaining walls with Unilock.  They also propose a sitting area below the 440 and to install a buffer zone. The beach is existing.  Maps do not show contours.  One wall would be at least 8 feet high and would require an Engineer.  Pat Del Monaco said she would like to see the dimensions of the planting areas, the well and septic locations shown on the drawings, original drawings overlaid onto the survey and spot elevations.  Gerry Schwalbe made a motion to accept the application for review, second by Mary Aragones, all in favor.  Accepted & Continued

15 Brook Drive, Replacing pipe and widen driveway, Map 44, Block 4, Lot 59, Elberger. Mr. Elberger present and stated that he needs to replace the pipe beneath his driveway.  He has a big sink hole in the middle of his driveway.  Pat Del Monaco questioned whether a 24” pipe is wide enough.  Tim Simpkins recommended that the owner get an Engineer to run drainage calculations.  The Commission members agreed that they would like to see an Engineers drainage calculations to see if a 24” pipe is sufficient.  Gerry Schwalbe made a motion to accept the application for review, second by Tom Quigley, all in favor.  Accepted & Continued

Old Business

14 Williams Road, Permission to maintain the stream, clear brush and dead trees, plant trees along the eastern border and add a 10’ x 10’ addition, Map 23, Block 11, Lot 7, Zackeo. Vincent Zackeo present.  Commission members have been out to the site.  Pat Del Monaco said she had no problem with the 10’x10’ addition as long as erosion controls are in place.  She is also okay with removing dead trees but is not in favor of a swale-she wants to keep the area a wetland.  With regard to maintaining the brook, routine maintenance would have to be approved by Tim Simpkins prior to the work being done.  Tom Quigley said he agreed with Pat and would also like to know what would be done with the material being removed.  Mr. Zackeo said the material would be removed and taken off site.  Tom also said he has an issue with equipment with oil being in a wetlands area.  Gerry Schwalbe suggested planting the trees right outside the wetlands area.
Public Comment- Fray Manny who resides at 1 Indian Hill Lane was present along with his wife. Mr. Manny read a letter into record in opposition of Mr. Zackeo’s application and submitted pictures which her refers to in his letter.  

Niev Duffy voiced concern regarding debris covered with fill to raise the elevations.  Tim Simpkins said there was some material buried behind the shed and Mr. Zackeo was told to stop.  Tom Quigley said he felt that what has happened in the past won’t happen in the future since Mr. Zackeo has been informed that this is not a permitted activity.  Niev said she would like to know if there has been a change in elevation to see if they should request mitigation.  Niev said she was concerned that the owner would bring in fill at some point in the future to raise elevations and would like to have a stipulation saying the owner cannot raise the elevations on the property.  The Commission discussed this and the other board members were not in favor of adding this stipulation.  Tom Quigley made a motion to approve the application with the following stipulations:
· Any clearing of the brook be approved by the EEO and 1 member of the Commission and that material be taken off site

· Dead trees can be removed from the East side (No Swale), brush trimmed, not pulled out by the roots (except poison ivy) and the material be removed from the site

· The 10’x10’ addition is approved as long as erosion controls are approved by the EEO before the work begins

· Construction equipment presently being stored in the wet area on the North side be moved to the paved parking area

Second by Gerry Schwalbe, all in favor except for Niev Duffy who opposed. Approved w/stipulations
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Correspondence

CFL News- Commission members have received a copy

The Habitat-Commission members have received a copy

Email from Logan Senack, re Mile-a-Minute vines- Brief discussion
Letter from Ruspini Consulting Engineers, LLC, re: 160 Ball Pond Road- Brief Discussion.  Tom Quigley said that Mr. Ruspini is making an opinion on visual observations not on drainage calculations. 

Memo from Didona Associates, re: 160 Ball Pond Road-Ms. Didona present. Letter from Jane Didona discussed along with a review of Michele Holmes; proposed planting plan. Plans are not stamped by a licensed engineer.  No as-built drawings have been provided.  The Commission specifically gave dimensions of 18”-3’ for the planting area.  It was stipulated that a licensed landscape architect or designer do the plan, which was not done.  The stairs on Ms. Holmes drawing are not what was stipulated and planters have been added to the drawings.  Erosion controls and stabilization materials have been removed.  Tim Simpkins will go to the site to see if the area is stabilized.  Tim said he would talk to the Town’s Attorney, Jack Keating and notify him that the stipulations have not been adhered to.

Administrative

Approve the June 16,  2009 Meeting Minutes-Tom Quigley made a motion to approve the June 16, 2009 minutes has written, second by Gerry Schwalbe, all in favor except for Niev Duffy who abstained. Approved

Conservation issues for the Town of New Fairfield-No discussion

Adjournment

Gerry Schwalbe made a motion to adjourn, second by Niev Duffy, all in favor. Meeting adjourned at 9:30pm.

