Ball Pond Advisory Committee
Minutes

November 2, 2016, 2016
7:00 p.m.

A Special meeting of the Ball Pond Advisory Committee was held on Wednesday, November 2, 2016 in the Town Hall conference room.

 

Call to Order
Chairman Cynthia Stevens called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Members in Attendance
Helen Gallagher, Gary Mummert, and George Buck were present in addition to Cynthia Stevens. Four members represent a quorum.  Mark Spellmann was absent.  Dave Winslow has resigned.
 

Approval of Minutes from October 5 ,2016:
Gary Mummert made a motion to adopt the Minutes from September 1, 2016.  Helen Gallagher seconded the motion.

 

                                Vote: 4-0-0 (Motion Passed)

 

General Correspondence:  
· Cynthia Stevens mentioned that there is $506.16 left in the committee’s  fund. There is $256.16 for salaries and $250 for weed control.
· In an email to Cynthia Stevens, David Winslow resigned from the Ball Pond Advisory Committee because he will be moving out of the area in the next three to six months.  Lisa Arasim will check to see if he needs to formally resign, as he was not sworn in.

· Lisa Arasim provided the committee with the 2017 Ball Pond Advisory Meeting schedule, which will remain as the first Thursday of each month, with no meeting in December.

Public Comment: none

 

New Business:

State Boat Launch
· Cynthia Stevens recently spoke with Ron Belmont, who lives closest to the boat launch on Ball Pond Road East.  He reported that over the summer the boat launch was noisy with tires squealing and a lot of night time partying by teens and 20-somethings. The following days he had to pick up beer and vodka bottles.  Cynthia spoke with CT DEEP.  They advised that residents should call the 24-hour EnConn dispatch number at 860-424-3333 at the time of the incident so that they can handle by sending over an EnConn officer or residents should contact the local police.  Cynthia also spoke with Mike Payton, the boat launch Supervisor (mike.payton@ct.gov/cell phone 860-447-4347).  He said local police can address these complaints.  In reporting the incident, these are the points you ideally would include:
· Date and Time

· Location

· Description of cars or boats if possible and their operators

· Account of what is happening

· George Buck mentioned that another option is to call the T.I.P. (Turn in Poachers) line.  It is 24-Hour Emergency number to report wildlife violations at 800-842-HELP.

Squantz Pond Carp

· Cynthia Stevens mentioned that on Thursday, October 27 the News Times reported that Squantz Pond will be receiving 450 grass carp from a First Light grant of $4920, and 50 additional carp at the request of CT DEEP at a cost of $500 from Northeast Aquatics in Rhinebeck, NY. The carp delivery will be postponed until the Spring when the waters are warmer and the water levels are back to normal after the yearly winter drawdown.
Danbury Water Supply

· Cynthia Stevens mentioned that on Thursday, October 27 the News Times reported that Danbury had instituted emergency measures to conserve water.  The city also received approval from the Department of Public Health to draw on reserves from Lake Kenosia.  Danbury had wanted to use the Ball Pond brook in the past.
· George Buck said that even if Danbury drew water from the Ball Pond Brook it should not effect the water level of Ball Pond because there are three dams on Ball Pond Brook that would prevent a hydraulic effect.  He also mentioned that Danbury owns a pond near Route 6 on the New York/Connecticut State line that is part of an aquifer that has multiple ponds.  They just need to install a pumping station.
Old Business

Carp Study
· Mark June Wells was asked by editors to make some changes to the Carp study manuscript, which he did and resubmitted to the Journal of Pond and Lake Management.  The study has not been accepted yet for publication.
Weed Strategy 
· Cynthia Stevens spoke with Matt Vogt of New England Aquatic Services regarding the committee and CT DEEP’s concerns regarding harvesters possibly transporting invasives from other lakes.  He understands the concerns.  He said while he wants to create a more effective method than suctioning, he hasn’t come up with a design yet. He does not use the recommended method of cleaning his equipment in 140-degree water, but he does power wash and disinfect it.  Lake Zoar (which has Zebra mussels) and Lake Lillinonah hire him to put out and take in buoys in mid-April and September and then he doesn’t put his equipment into other lakes until the end of May or June.  He feels there is ample time for it to dry out.  Depending on weather conditions this could be true.  Cynthia wants to send him the article from Chronicle, a Vermont newspaper, about a man who built a hot water contraption to clean equipment with 140-degree water on Shadow Lake. 
· George Buck mentioned that he thinks spiny water flees are a bigger concern than Zebra mussels.
· Gary Mummert mentioned that the committee will need to address priorities for weed removal next year, mentioning the Town Beach, Satterlee and Hahlawah will again be the most likely targets.
Boat Washing

· Cynthia Stevens shared an article from the Vermont newspaper Chronicle from September 28 regarding a man on Shadow Lake who built a Boat Wash rig by mounting a pump and an electric hot water tank in a secondhand horse trailer and plumbing it with a pressure washer.  It has been in operation since 2003 on Shadow Lake.  It sprays 140-degree water into every crevice of incoming boats.  
 

Phragmites
· Cynthia Stevens noticed that cattails and fragmites are gone from the north end.  Cattails remain in the Northwest corner.
 

George Benson Report

· Cynthia Stevens has not heard from George Benson yet regarding making his reports available on the Town’s website.  He sent two reports: Ball Pond Secchi Disc 1977-2016 report, and a Table on Parameters and Defining Ranges for Trophic State of Lakes in Connecticut.  Cynthia had wanted to have him make a few small changes that tie Ball Pond into the reports.  She also wanted someone from the committee to write comments that tie back to Ball Pond- like cause and effect.  For example, how dog feces can affect the pond.  Then these documents would be made available on the Town’s website. 
· Time permitting, George Buck will investigate what can be done to change Ball Pond (which is a hybrid of Mesotrophic based on water clarity) and Eutrophic (based on phosphorous and nitrogen levels) back into a Mesotrophic pond.  Can Alum, which is a metal, be used for example?  He also commented that there are products that will speed up the digestion of the plants at the bottom of the lake.

                               

 

Adjournment
Gary Mummert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m. Helen Gallagher seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.

 

The next meeting of the Ball Pond Advisory Committee will be held Thursday, January 5, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Conference Room.

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted

 
 

Lisa Arasim

Recording Secretary


