     Housing Opportunities Committee    
MINUTES
Tuesday, May 3, 2022
7:30 PM
Virtual meeting via Zoom
Members present:




Other Town Officials Present:
Roberta Anderson



Selectman Lori Beninson
Anita Brown




Mark Beninson, BOF
Kathleen DiTullio



Claudia Willard, BOF 
Kathy Hull
Rich Kalinka
Jim Mandella
Liz Yoho
Ex Officio members present:
Selectman Khris Hall
Tomas Kavaliauskas 
Ex Officio member not present:
Cory Neumann
Call To Order Selectman Khris Hall called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. 
Network Administrator Paul Gouveia gave a brief overview of the rules and procedures for having a virtual meeting. 
Overview of Committee
Khris Hall introduced the members of the newly formed Housing Opportunities Committee and explained their role in Town. She noted that she will serve as the Temporary Chair of the Committee until a Permanent Chair is elected later in the meeting. She spoke of decisions that will be necessary for the committee to make in the near future including electing a Chair and Vice Chair and whether or not to hold future meetings in-person or virtually. 
Khris Hall spoke of the lack of affordable housing in New Fairfield and the prior challenges with trying to establish more affordable housing in town. She noted that there is a State Mandate that each town should have 10% of their homes as affordable housing. Currently, New Fairfield only has 1.29% of their housing that is considered affordable. She spoke of the many ideas and resources that the committee should research in order to come up with a solution that is suited for New Fairfield. 
Khris Hall spoke of a report regarding affordable housing that is required to be submitted to the State by June 1, 2022. This report was written and approved by the Board of Selectmen using a template from the of Western Connecticut Council of Governments (WestCOG). This report is required to be filed with the State every five years. 
Introduction of Members
Each member gave a brief discussion of their background and their goals for serving on this committee. 
Role of ex-officio members
Khris Hall noted that Cory Neumann (Planning Commission), Tomas Kavaliauskas   (Zoning Commission) and herself will serve as ex-officio members of this committee. They will take part in the dialogue but will not vote on motions. 
Election of Chair and Vice Chairman
Kathy Hull nominated Anita Brown to be the Chair of the Housing Opportunities Committee.
All in favor
Anita Brown nominated Kathleen DiTullio to be the Vice Chair of the Housing Opportunities Committee.
All in favor
Action items for future meetings
Khris Hall spoke of a report she wrote entitled “Statement on Community Housing” that was modeled after similar communities.  She encouraged everyone to read it as it could serve as a starting point. She spoke of possible subcommittees for this committee and their respective roles. 
Khris Hall spoke of future meetings and noted that this committee will meet on the first Tuesday of every month. This committee is required to follow the Freedom of Information Rules for the State of Connecticut. There was a brief discussion of possible budgetary expenses to pay for the recording secretary and a possible consultant. Khris Hall asked the committee to identify resource needs for the future. 
There was a brief discussion of whether or not public comment should be on the beginning of the agenda or the end of the agenda for future meetings.
Rich Kalinka made a motion to hold public comment at the end of the agenda for future meetings. Anita Brown seconded the motion. All in favor
Board member comments
Members of the committee noted that they are off to a good start. They expressed an interest of having future meetings as in-person meetings with the possibility of having a periodic Zoom meeting if necessary. 
Public Comment
Selectman Lori Beninson thanked everyone for volunteering to serve on this committee and offered her help as necessary in the future. 
John McCartney spoke of the challenge of retaining young adults in town due to the lack of affordable housing. He thanked everyone for serving on this committee. 
Adjournment
Kathleen DiTullio made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:41 pm. Jim Mandella seconded the motion. 
Vote: 7-0-0 (Motion approved)
Respectfully submitted, 
Suzanne Kloos                                                  Received by email on 05/10/2022 @ 9:52 a.m.
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