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Town of New Fairfield
Selectmen’s Office
4 Brush Hill Road
New Fairfield, Connecticut

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
REGULAR MEETING
ZOOM MEETING

Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/99681767874

Meeting ID: 996 8176 7874
Dial In: (929) 205-6099

Thursday, April 8, 2021
7:30 P.M.
AGENDA

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment & Participation
Correspondence & Announcements
Approve Minutes of Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting March 25, 2021
Budget Transfers

Personnel Report

Appointments

Old Business

COVID-19 Update/Vaccine Update
Discuss BOS 2021/2022 Budget

Noise Ordinance

New Business

Animal Control Ordinance Amendments
Fair Housing Resolution

Public Comment

Discuss 13 and 15 Route 37

Executive Session Anticipated

Adjournment

Received by Email on 4/5/2021 @ 3:52 pm
By Pamela J. Dohan, Town Clerk, New Fairfield


https://zoom.us/j/99681767874
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§ XX-1

Purpose.

It is the intention of this chapter to carry out and effectuate the public policy of the State of
Connecticut, the federal government and the Town of New Fairfield concerning the regulation
of those activities causing excessive noise and noise disturbance within the Town of New
Fairfield. It is recognized that excessive noise is a serious hazard to the health, welfare and
quality of life of all citizens and that each person has a right to an environment free from noise
that may jeopardize their health, safety or welfare.

§ XX-2

Definitions.

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this chapter.
ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE.A self-propelled vehicle designed to travel over unimproved terrain that
has been determined by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles to be unsuitable for operation on
the public highways and is not eligible for registration under Connecticut General Statutes,
Chapter 246. .
DAYTIME HOURS. Hours between 7:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and the
hours between 10:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. on Sundays and holidays.

EMERGENCY. Any occurrence involving actual orimminent danger to persons or damage to
property which demands immediate action.

INTRUSION ALARM. A device with an audible signal which, when activated, indicates intrusion
by an unauthorized person. Such alarm may be attached to, or within, a building, structure,

property or vehicle.
MOTOR VEHICLE. Shall be given that meaning which is provided for by Connecticut General

Statutes, § 14-1(a)(47).
MOTORBOAT. Shall be given that meaning which is provided for by Connecticut General

Statutes, SS15-127.

NIGHTTIME HOURS. The hours between 7:30 p.m. and 7:30 a.m., Sunday evening through
Saturday morning, except that "nighttime hours" shall mean the hours between 7:30 p.m.
Saturday and 10:00 a.m. on Sunday and 7:30 p.m. of the day preceding a recognized national
holiday and 10:00 a.m. on said holiday.

PERSON. Any individual, firm, partnership, association, syndicate, company, trust, corporation,
municipality, agency or political or administrative subdivision of the State or other legal entity
of any kind.

PLAINLY AUDIBLE. Any sound that can be detected by a person using his or her unaided
hearing faculties. For example, but not limited to, if the sound source under investigation is a
portable or personal vehicular sound amplification or reproduction device, the enforcement
officer need not determine the title of a song, specific words, or the artist performing the song.
The detection of the rhythmic base component of the music is sufficient to constitute a plainly

audible sound.



PREMISES. Any building, structure, land or portion thereof, including all appurtenances, and
shall include yards, lots, courts, inner yards and real properties without buildings or
improvements owned or controlled by a person.

PROPERTY LINE. That real or imaginary line along the ground surface and its vertical extension
which separates real property owned or controlled by any person from contiguous real
property owned or controlled by another person, and separates real property from the public
right-of-way.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT. All powered or manually operated tools and
equipment used in the repair and upkeep of property, including, but not limited to, lawn
mowers, riding tractors, wood chippers, power saws, and leaf blowers.

SOUND. A transmission of energy through solid, liquid or gaseous media in the form of
vibrations which constitute alterations in pressure or position of the particles in the medium
and which, in air, evoke physiological sensations, including, but not limited to, an auditory
response when impinging on the ear.

SOUND REPRODUCTIVE DEVICES. May include but is not limited to speakers, megaphones,
horns, or other device that broadcasts and magnifies sound.

VESSEL. Shall be given that meaning which is provided for by Connecticut General Statutes,

$815-127.

XX-3 Prohibited Activities and Noise Levels.

A. Standards. No person shall make, continue and/or permit on property owned and/or
controlled by such person any excessive, unnecessary, unreasonably loud noise or disturbance,
or any noise or disturbance which disturbs, destroys, or endangers the comfort, quiet, repose,
health, peace, or safety of others within the vicinity of the noise or disturbance. Without
limitations, the commission of one or more of the following acts shall be deemed a violation of
this chapter.

B. Motor vehicle noise in excess of state limits. All motor vehicles and motorcycles operating
within the limits of the Town of New Fairfield on public highways, streets, drives, boulevards,
lanes and avenues and private highways, including streets, drives, boulevards, lanes and
avenues generally open to the public, shall be subject to the noise standards and decibel levels
as set forth in the regulations of the State of Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles, § 14-
80a, entitled "Maximum Permissible Noise Levels For Vehicles."

C. Off-road motorcycle noise in excess of EPA limits. No person shall transport or operate an
off-road motorcycle manufactured after December 31, 1985, not equipped with an exhaust
muffler bearing the federal EPA required labeling applicable to the motorcycle's model year,
stating that the exhaust system meets the 82 dBA standard at 50 feet, as set out in Code of
Federal Regulations Title 40, Volume 24, Part 205, Subpart D and Subpart E.

D. Noise from all-terrain vehicle. No person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle that it is plainly
audible at a distance of 500 feet or more in any direction from the vehicle.

E. Noise from Sound Reproductive Devices on or in a motor vehicle or a motor boat. No
person shall operate a sound reproductive device or devices on or within a motor vehicle or



motor boat that are plainly audible at a distance of 100 feet or more in any direction from such
vehicle or boat for a duration of more than 5 minutes.

F. Noise from personal Sound Reproductive Devices, whether on land or on a waterbody. No
person shall operate personal sound reproduction device or devices that are plainly audible at
100 feet or more in any direction from the operator for a duration of more than 5 minutes.

G. Construction noise during nighttime hours. No person, firm, corporation or other entity
shall operate or permit the operation of electric or fuel-powered equipment, including but not
limited to pile drivers, backhoes, pneumatic hammers, derricks, trucks of more than 10,000
pounds gross vehicle weight (GVW) on a construction site and hoists required for construction,
repair of demolition work during nighttime hours.

H. Property maintenance during nighttime hours. No person shall cause construction or
maintenance noise that is plainly audible at 100 feet or more during nighttime hours.

I. Frequent or continued noise from any animal, bird, or fowl. No person shall allow the
frequent or continued noise from any animal, bird, or fowl that is plainly audible for more than
15 minutes at a time within 100 feet of its owner’s property line.

§ XX-4

Exclusions. Maximum noise levels established pursuant to § XX-3 hereof shall not apply to any
noise emitted by or related to:

A. Natural phenomena.

B. Any bell or chime from any building clock, school or church.

C. Any siren, whistle or bell lawfully used by emergency vehicles or any other alarm system
used in an emergency situation. This exclusion does not include, however, intrusion alarms
attached to any building, structure, or property not terminating within 30 minutes after being
activated or any intrusion alarm attached to a vehicle not terminating within 10 minutes after
being activated. The repetition of activation of the audible signal of an intrusion alarm due to
malfunction, lack of proper maintenance, or lack of reasonable care shall be considered
excessive noise.

D. Warning devices required by OSHA or other state or federal safety regulations.

E. Noise created as a result of an emergency, including, but not limited to, the use of
emergency generators.

G. Activities sponsored by or specially licensed or under permit from the Town of New Fairfield
or the New Fairfield Public Schools, including, but not limited to, parades, sporting events,
concerts, recreational activities, the Hahlawah Rifle and Pistol Club, the New Fairfield/Sherman
Animal Welfare Society and firework displays. This exclusion applies only if noise discharged
from exhausts is adequately muffled to prevent loud and/or explosive noise therefrom.
Moreover, patriotic or public celebrations may not extend longer than one calendar day.
Shooting from the Hahlawah Rifle and Pistol Club may not run beyond the hours of 10:00 AM-
12:30 PM on Sunday mornings.

H. Noise from snow removal equipment, provided that such equipment shall be maintained in
good repair so as to minimize noise, and noise discharged from exhausts shall be adequately
muffled to prevent loud and/or explosive noises therefrom.



I. Noise created by refuse and solid waste collection and processing, provided that such activity
is conducted during daytime hours and further provided that such collection and processing
equipment is maintained in good repair so as to minimize noise. Noise discharged from

exhausts shall be muffled to prevent loud and/or explosive noises therefrom.

J. Utility maintenance, including, but not limited to, the removal of fallen trees and the
installation and repair of utility wires and poles.

K. Town of New Fairfield construction, road repair, and tree removal operations or tree
removal operations under an Emergency Declaration.

L. Activities conducted by the Town of New Fairfield in a governmental capacity or by the State
of Connecticut or by the government of the United States.

§ XX-5

Administration and Penalties for offenses.

A. Enforcement of this chapter rests with the Chief of Police or his/her delegate. In the case
of Candlewood Lake or Squantz Pond State Park, the Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection may also enforce the requirements of this chapter.

B. The first violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be punished by a fine not to
exceed $100. Each day any such violation shall continue or each act in violation of this
chapter shall constitute a separate offense. The second violation by any person or entity of
any provision of this chapter shall be punished by a fine of $150. Subsequent violations of
any provision of this chapter shall be punished by a fine of $250 per day of violation.

§ XX-6

Variances.

A. Any person living or doing business within the Town of New Fairfield may apply to the
Director of Health for a variance from one or more of the provisions of this article, provided
that the applicant, at least 60 days prior to the date of said activity, provides the Director of
Health with a written request containing all of the following information:

(1) The location and nature of activity;

(2) The time period and hours of operation of said activity;

(3) The nature and intensity of the noise that will be generated;

(4) Description of interim noise control measures to minimize noise and its impact;

(5) Specific schedule of best practical noise control measures or statement of the estimated
length of time variance will be required; and

(6) Any other information required by the Town Manager.
B. No variance from this chapter shall be issued unless it has been demonstrated that:

(1) The proposed activity will not violate any provisions of the Connecticut Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection regulations;

(2) The noise levels generated by the proposed activity will not constitute a danger to the
public health; and



(3) Compliance with this chapter constitutes an unreasonable hardship on the applicant,
provided that such hardship is not the result of the applicant's own actions or inaction.
C. The Director of Health may impose reasonable conditions on the granting of any variance
within his/her sole discretion.



Chapter 2.5 - ANIMALSH
Footnotes:

— (1) -

Cross reference— Administration, Ch. 2; health and sanitation, Ch. 6; parks and recreation, Ch. 11;
streets and sidewalks, Ch. 15; zoning, App. A.

ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL
Secs. 2.5-1—2.5-15. - Reserved.
ARTICLE Il. - DOGS

Sec. 2.5-16. - Definitions.

For purposes of this article, the word "street" shall mean any public or private street, road or
highway, whether or not paved.

(Ord. of 3-31-92, § 1)

Sec. 2.5-17. - Prohibited conduct.

. No person owning, keeping or having custody of any dog shall permit such dog on any property of a
person other than the owner, keeper or custodian of such animal or on any street or sidewalk, unless
such animal is accompanied by such owner, keeper or custodian and is firmly under the control of such
owner, keeper or custodian, either by:

(1) Being on a leash held by such owner, keeper or custodian; or

(2) Being inside an enclosure.
(Ord. of 3-31-92, § 2)

Sec. 2.5-18. - Impoundment.

(@) The regienal animal control officer may take into custody any animal found not accompanied by its
owner, keeper or custodian in violation of this article and shall impound such dog at the regienal
animal control shelter. Such-regienal animal control officer shall immediately notify the owner, keeper
or custodian of any dog so taken, if known, of its impoundment. If the owner, keeper or custodian of
any such dog is unknown, such regienal animal control officer shall immediately tag or employ such
other suitable means of identification of such dog as may be approved by the chief canine control
officer of the state and shall promptly cause a description of such dog to be published once in the
lost and found column of a newspaper having a circulation in the town.

(b) If such dog is not claimed by and released to the owner, keeper or custodian within seven (7) days
after the date of publication, the regienal animal control officer, upon finding such dog to be in
satisfactory health, may sell such dog to any person who satisfies the regienal animal control officer
that he is purchasing it as a pet and that he can give it a good home and proper care. The regional
animal control officer may retain possession of such dog for such additional period of time as he may

deem advnsable in order to place such dog as a pet—lf—w#hm—sueh—peneé—aawdeg—ps—net-elamed—by




(c) Any dog taken into custody or impounded pursuant to this article shall be redeemed by the owner,
keeper or custodian thereof, or the agent of such owner, keeper or custodian, upon proper
identification and payment by such owner, keeper or custodian or his agent of the sum of (1) fifteen
dollars ($15.00) and (2) the cost of advertising incurred under the provisions of subsection (b) above.
When the owner, keeper or custodian of any such impounded dog fails to redeem such dog within
twenty-four (24) hours after receiving notification so to do, or where the owner, keeper or custodian
was unknown within twenty-four (24) hours after notification was effected by means of publication in
a newspaper, such owner, keeper or custodian shall pay, in addition to such redemption fee and the
cost of advertising, the full cost of detention and care of such impounded dog. All of the above
redemption fees are in addition to any fines that may have been levied pursuant to section 2.5-19 of
this article. In addition, any owner, keeper or custodian of any such impounded dog who fails to
redeem such dog within one hundred twenty (120) hours after receiving notification so to do shall
have committed a violation of this article.

(Ord. of 3-31-92, § 3)

Sec. 2.5-19. - Penalties.

Any person who violates this article shall, for the first offense, be issued a written warning, for the
second offense be fined not more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00), and for the third and each subsequent
offense be fined not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00).

(Ord. of 3-31-92, § 4)

Sec. 2.5-20. - Enforcement.

Enforcement of this article rests with the regienal animal control officers.
(Ord. of 3-31-92, § 5)

Sec. 2.5-21. - Appeal.

Any person who is cited for a violation of this article may appeal to the board of selectmen within
thirty (30) days after the issuance of a notice of violation by the regienal animal control officer, by giving
written notice thereof to the board of selectmen. The board of selectmen shall, within thirty (30) days of
their receipt of a written notice of appeal, consider and act on the appeal. The board of selectmen shall
give the accused violator written notice of the date, place and time in which the board of selectmen will
hear his or her appeal, and the accused violator shall have the right to be present at such time and to
present and cross-examine witnesses. The board of selectmen shall issue its decision on the appeal
within fifteen (15) days of the time it considers the appeal and shall give written notice of its decision to
the accused violator.

(Ord. of 3-31-92, § 6)



THE TOWN OF NEW FAIRFIELD

First Selectman
4 Brush Hill Road, New Fairfield, CT 06812
PH: 203-312-5600 FAX: 203-312-5612
www.newfairfield.org

FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION: Town of New Fairfield

Whereas, All persons are afforded a right to full and equal housing opportunities in
the neighborhood of their choice; and

Whereas, Federal fair housing laws require that all individuals, regardless of race,
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, be given
equal access to all housing-related opportunities, including rental and
homeownership opportunities, and be allowed to make free choices
regarding housing location; and

Whereas, Connecticut fair housing laws require that all individuals, regardless of
race, creed, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, marital status, age, lawful
source of income, familial status, learning disability, physical or mental
disability, sexual orientation, be given equal access to all housing-related
opportunities, including rental and home ownership opportunities, and be
allowed to make free choices regarding housing location; and

Whereas, The Town of New Fairfield is committed to upholding these laws, and
realizes that these laws must be supplemented by an Affirmative
Statement publicly endorsing the right of all people to full and equal
housing opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOVED,

That the Town of New Fairfield hereby endorses a Fair Housing Policy to ensure equal
opportunity for all persons to rent, purchase, obtain financing and enjoy all other housing-related
services of their choice on a non-discriminatory basis as provided by state and federal law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

That the chief executive officer of the Town of New Fairfield or his/her designated
representative is responsible for responding to and assisting any person who alleges to be the
victim of an illegal discriminatory housing practice in the Town of New Fairfield and for
advising such person of the right to file a complaint with the State of Connecticut Commission
on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO) or the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) or to seek assistance from the CT Fair Housing Center, legal services, or
other fair housing organizations to protect his or her right to equal housing opportunities.

Adopted by the TOWN OF NEW FAIRFIELD on this date:

Patricia Del Monaco, First Selectman Date Town Seal
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